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◆ U. S. Senate & House Support Taiwan’s Bid for Observer Status in ICAO

The U. S. Senate passed legislation June 19, 2013 in support of Taiwan’s bid to participate in the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).

The Senate cleared the bill by a unanimous voice vote, one day after the House of Representatives passed a similar bill.  The House voted 424-0 in favor of H. R. 1151, a bill directing the Secretary of State to develop a plan for ensuring that Taiwan has observer status at the International Civil Aviation Organization.

The bill calls for Secretary of State John Kerry to develop a strategy to help Taiwan obtain observer status at the next triennial ICAO Assembly scheduled for September 2013 in Montreal, Canada.

◆ Taipei, Beijing ink services trade pact

Taiwan and mainland China concluded the Cross-Strait Trade in Services Agreement June 21 in Shanghai, ushering in a new era of bilateral business ties and strengthening Taiwan’s bid for greater regional economic integration.

“The landmark pact, along with the previous 18 cross-strait agreements finalized since 2008, is a key plank in cementing mutual trust, promoting reciprocal benefits and stabilizing Taipei-Beijing relations,” Premier Jiang Yi-huah said. 

“It will help fast-track discussions on other follow-up issues, including agreements on commodity trade, dispute settlement and double taxation, as well as collaboration on meteorology and earthquake research.” 

Premier Jiang said the “free trade agreement,” underscores Taiwan’s commitment to greater trade liberalization and helps smooth the way for more FTAs with its major trading partners. 

Taiwan will open 64 sectors to mainland China, including banking, insurance, medical service, securities brokerage, technical certification and analysis as well as tourism. Mainland China is set to allow Taiwan investment in 80 sectors spanning banking, culture and creativity, e-commerce, insurance, securities brokerage, technical certification and analysis plus transportation. 

· Cabinet drafts bill on cross-strait offices
The ROC government is making preparations for Taiwan and China to establish representative offices on each side of the Taiwan Strait, a goal set to be completed by the end of the year, Mainland Affairs Council Deputy Minister Chang Hsien-yao  told a press conference on April 12, 2013. Taipei and Beijing recently decided to set up office on each side. 
◆ Taiwan inaugurates advanced carbon capture plant
            Taiwan inaugurated the world’s largest carbon capture plant employing calcium looping process technology on June 10, according to Bureau of Energy (BOE), Ministry of Economic Affairs.

“The plant represents a significant step forward for Taiwan in the development of carbon capture and storage, or CCS, technology,” BOE Director-General Jerry Ou said. “It also symbolizes the government’s commitment to tackling climate change and helps Taiwan pull its weight in reducing global emissions.” 

Situated in Sioulin Township, Hualien County—a major cement production hub for Taiwan, the plant was built in collaboration with Taiwan Cement Corp. and is the first of its kind in Asia. At present, it can capture 1 metric ton of carbon dioxide per hour, a figure that may be increased with technology upgrades going forward. 

Using calcium carbonate—a raw material utilized in the production of cement—as the absorbing agent, the technology can capture 90 percent of CO2 produced during the cement manufacturing process and requires less than 20 percent additional energy compared to 30 percent by other technologies. 
◆ Taiwan stage designers shine at WSD
            A record eight Taiwan scenographers will showcase their talents Sept. 5 to 15 at World Stage Design in Cardiff, U.K., reaffirming the nation’s growing reputation as a hotbed of creativity and design know-how.

“Taiwan has the third largest number of designers selected for the event after the U.K and the U.S.,” said Kathy Hong, executive director of Taipei City-headquartered International Organization of Scenographers, Theatre Architects and Technicians, in a June 18 interview. 

Sean Crowley, project leader with WSD, praised Taiwan’s leading role in lighting and visual design, adding that their work ranges from traditional to cutting-edge techniques. 

The country’s strength in art is also evidenced by the fact that three performance groups—Against Again Troupe, Anarchy Dance Theatre and EX-Theatre Asia—have been invited to perform at the WSD festival, he said. 

Initiated by the OISTAT, the quadrennial WSD is the only global competition and exhibition for individual stage designers in such areas as architecture, costume, installation, lighting, multi-media, performance design, puppetry, set and sound. 

◆ Taipei hosts its biggest-ever dragon boat competition

           The Taipei International Dragon Boat Championship concluded June 12 amid a cacophony of sights, sounds and sweat, attracting 234 teams from home and abroad for the biggest-ever regatta in the history of the event.

This year’s competition also featured two teams from Germany and Israel as well as one comprising international students studying at the Mandarin Training Center of National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei City. 

◆ APO green productivity center launches in Taipei
Tokyo-based Asian Productivity Organization inaugurated its Center of Excellence on Green Productivity in Taipei City June 17, paving the way for Taiwan to showcase its sector wide capabilities on the international stage. 

“We expect the center to assist with establishing a regional green business value chain and expanding Taiwan’s advantages in technology transfer, further boosting our green productivity,” ROC Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Vanessa Yea-ping Shih said. 

As one of the founders of APO, Taiwan has actively participated in relevant events and witnessed the socioeconomic development of member countries, Shih said. The MOFA has always upheld the principle of meaningful participation for Taiwan in international organizations, she added. 

Established in 1961, the APO aims to contribute to the sustainable socioeconomic development of the Asia-Pacific through enhancing productivity. 

Echoing Shih’s remarks, APO Secretary-General Ryuichiro Yamazaki said the launch of the center is a milestone because many governments, nongovernmental organizations and industries are looking for green solutions to current challenges. 

In providing solutions, the center will help focus the world’s attention on Taiwan as a base for APO operations, he said. 

According to an official with the Council of Agriculture, the center will publish a handbook on agriculture, business and service industries, enabling readers to easily understand supply and management procedures. 

◆ President Ma reaffirms commitment to nuclear safety
ROC President Ma Ying-jeou said June 25 that the government is committed to ensuring the safety of Taiwan’s nuclear power plants while working to diversify energy supplies.

“In event of an emergency, we would rather lose an atomic power station than battle to save it and suffer the consequences,” Ma said. 

The president made the remarks while receiving a delegation comprising Japan nuclear experts Michio Ishikawa, Masao Nakamura, and Noboru Takamura at the Presidential Office in Taipei City. The group was visiting Taiwan for an international seminar on areas affected by the March 11, 2011, crisis at Fukushima’s Daiichi nuclear plant in northeastern Japan. 

Following the Fukushima incident, Ma said, Taiwan conducted thorough and rigorous inspections of its nuclear power stations and adopted a series of upgraded safety measures. 

◆ President Ma lauds Taiwan-EU ties
ROC President Ma Ying-jeou praised robust Taiwan-EU relations across a broad spectrum of areas, expressing hope of taking economic exchanges to a new level.

“The European Parliament has played a key role in promoting Taiwan-EU relations by pushing for Schengen visa waiver treatment, supporting our participation at the World Health Organization and passing friendly resolutions under the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy,” Ma said. 

The President made the remarks while receiving an EP delegation for relations with countries of Southeast Asia and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations at the Presidential Office in Taipei City on May 3, 2013. Headed by Werner Langen, the group comprised EP lawmakers Herbert Dorfmann, Ingeborg Grassle, Michael Hahn, Georg Jarzembowski, Elisabeth Jeggle and Hubert Pirker. 

Ma said the healthy state of Taipei-Brussels ties is illustrated by vibrant economic relations. Taiwan is the EU’s seventh largest trading partner in Asia and 19th-largest in the world, with European firms the biggest foreign investors in Taiwan. 

The government fully supports the EP push for signing a Taiwan-EU economic cooperation agreement, which Ma said will boost two-way trade and bring the two sides closer. 

On issues of regional security, Ma said recent headway made between Taiwan and Japan over the Diaoyutai Islets is in line with the EU’s call for the peaceful resolution of disputes in the East and South China seas. 

Ma added that the Taiwan-Japan fishery agreement illustrates the viability of the government’s East China Sea peace initiative and the willingness of both sides to set aside differences without undermining maritime and sovereignty claims. 

Proposed by the president Aug. 5, 2012, the five-point initiative urges all parties to refrain from antagonistic actions; not abandon dialogue; observe international law; resolve disputes through peaceful means; and form a mechanism for exploring and developing resources on a cooperative basis. 

The Diaoyutais are an uninhabited archipelago located roughly 102 nautical miles northeast of Taiwan proper. They are historically attached to the ROC and include Diaoyutai Island and four other islets.

◆ ROC passport enjoys 133 countries’ visa exempt or visa-on-arrival treatment
          According to Bureau of Consul Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that 133 countries, including U.S., Canada, Japan, Schengen Convention countries, Israel and most of other countries in the world, waived visa requirement or visa-on-arrival for the Republic of China (Taiwan) passport holders to visit.

          Through the endeavor of the government and people, the international societies welcome Taiwanese visitors in good faith.
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