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GRAPEVINE
« By GREER FAY CASHMAN

B AT THE same time that Israel is court-
ing South America both for trade and polit-
ical purposes, it is planning to close down
embassies, with an immediate target being
the embassy in San Salvador. The closure,
for budgetary reasons, was announced at the
beginning of this year, and the Salvadoran
government urged Netanyahu, who is also
foreign minister, to reconsider.

More recently, a group of Israeli legislators
together with Latin American diplomats met
in the Knesset to seek ways in which to avert
the closure. In the forefront of this effort,
aside from Salvadoran Ambassador Werner
Matias Romero, is Likud MK and Knesset
Deputy Speaker Nava Boker, who also heads
the Israel-Paraguay-Uruguay Friendship
Group, but is interested in strengthening ties
with all Latin American courtries with which
Israel has diplomatic relations.

El Salvador is a special case for several rea-
sons, not the least of which is that it was
the last embassy to move out of Jerusalem,
leaving just under 10 years ago, soon after
Costa Rica. Jerusalem once housed 12 Latin
American embassies. But no less important
is the fact that in November 1947, El Salvador
voted in favor of the United Nations resolu-
tion on the partition of Palestine, and before
that Salvadoran diplomat Jose Castellanos
was instrumental in saving the lives of 40,000
Jews during the Holocaust, and has been rec-
ognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous among
the Nations.

After many years of trying, Israel in 2014
finally gained observer status in the Pacific
Alliance, a Latin American free-trade bloc that
includes Mexico, Colombia, Pery, Chile and
Costa Rica, but is still aiming for observer sta-
tus in the Central American Integration Sys-
tem. Closing down embassies in Latin Amer-
ica could very well impede such aspirations.

Meanwhile, Boker, together with former
MK Uriel Lynn, who is the president of the
Federation of Israeli Chambers of Commerce,
maintains close contact with Latin Ameri-
can diplomats and last week led 18 of them,
including ambassadors, consuls and com-
mercial attachés, on a tour of the Old City of
Jerusalem.

Aside from strengthening diplomatic ties,
Boker was keen to have the diplomats under-
stand both the historic and the spiritual bond
that Jews the world over have with Jerusalem.
“The roots of the Jewish nation are deeply
embedded in this soil,” she told the diplo-
mats, who explored the City of David and vis-
ited the Herodian drainage channel, which
was built during the Second Temple period,
and which served as a place of refuge for the
last of the Jewish fighters of the First Revolt
against Rome, following their defeat at the
hands of the Roman legions.

Despite all the loose talk about boycotts, the
enthusiasm with which the tour was received
was proof that Israel is not isolated among
the nations, said Boker, noting that many
nations understand that because Israel is a
role model in many fields, itis to their benefit
to strengthen economic ties with Israel.

Later this month, Boker will lead an official
seven-member Knesset delegation to Argen-
tina, Paraguay and Uruguay to extend and to
reinforce existing bonds of friendship, and to
enhance economic ties.

According to Lynn, Israel’s trade relations
with the countries of Latin America are still
far too limited. “We want to open a new era
in these relations, with the cooperation of
the Knesset lobby headed by Nava Boker,” he
said, adding that the Latin American market
is one of the most promising markets in the
world today. Latin America could become
an important factor in Israel’s trade relations
and a genuine alternative to some of Israel’s
traditional import/export trading partners,
he said.

In the course of the tour, the diplomats,
comprising ambassadors of Uruguay, Para-
guay, Costa Rica and El Salvador; consuls of
the Dominican Republic, Uruguay, Hondu-
ras, Panama, Mexico and Costa Rica; and
commercial attachés of Brazil, Guatemala,
Paraguay and El Salvador met with Jerusalem
Mayor Nir Barkat, who told them: “Jerusa-
lem is a united and a uniting city, and will
continue to be so. As a united city, Jerusalem

has in recent years become a bustling, attrac-
tive center for all kinds of activity: cultural,
hi-tech, tourism, and commerce. We shall
continue to develop all parts of the city, for
the benefit of all of its inhabitants, of whatev-
er faith or religion.”
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Litzman: I'll cut red
tape on imported
medical equipment

* By JUDY SIEGEL

Health Minister Ya'acov Litz-
man has promised to short-
en times required to register
imported medical equipment
and to improve service.

The “Cornflakes Law” that he
approved to reduce red tape in
importing dry food could be a
model for this, he said this week.

Meeting with the Chambers
of Commerce, Litzman con-
ceded that his ministry often
takes much too long to approve
medical devices brought in from
abroad that can save lives using
advanced technologies.

As a result, hospitals and clin-
ics have to wait for equipment
they ordered, Chambers of
Commerce deputy director-gen-
eral Haim Oz said.

“This results in unnecessary
expenses that reduce the pro-
ductivity of businesses and the
whole economy,” he said, add-
ing that discussions of the prob-

lem with the ministry had been
going on for years.

One of the main problems was
the lack of ministry manpower
for approving the equipment,
said Oz, who added that speed-
ier imports will increase compe-
tition and lower prices.

The minister said he sympa-
thizes with the importers’ prob-
lems and that the authorization
process must be simplified.

One of the solutions for
streamlining, said Litzman,
could be the equivalent of the
“Cornflakes Law” for medical
technologies.

He instructed the ministry’s
management to significantly
increase the number of employ-
ees in the medical equipment
branch and to use an advanced
computer system to accept
requests from businesses online.

Litzman promised to hold
another meeting with the
Chambers of Commerce in a
month.
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